INSURANCE PARITY

Dear __________________________,

 This is to inform you that your client, ____________________________ , has come to me seeking acupuncture treatment.  Acupuncture is a legitimate medical treatment, recognized by the National Institutes of Health and the World Health Organization.

 You may not be aware that the Code of Commonwealth of Virginia mandates that any insurance carrier which includes acupuncture as a covered service must pay for any class of provider licensed by the state to deliver this service.

 The Code of Virginia reads as follows:

 §§ 38.2-3408.  Policy providing for reimbursement for services that may be performed by certain practitioners other than physicians.

If an accident or sickness insurance policy provides reimbursement for any service that may be

legally performed by a person licensed in this Commonwealth as a chiropractor, optometrist,…,

certified nurse midwife, or licensed acupuncturist, reimbursement under the policy shall not be

denied because the service is rendered by the licensed practitioner.

 B.  This section shall not apply to Medicaid, or any state fund.

 § 38.2-4221.  Services of certain practitioners other than physicians to be covered.

 A nonstock corporation shall not fail or refuse, either directly or indirectly, to allow or to pay to a subscriber for all or any part of the health services rendered by any doctor of chiropractics,…, or a licensed acupuncturist licensed to practice in Virginia, if the services rendered (i) are services provided for by the subscription contract and (ii) are services which the doctor of podiatry, doctor of chiropractics,…, or licensed acupuncturist is licensed to render in this Commonwealth.

 Licensed acupuncturists in Virginia are licensed by the Virginia Board of Medicine and must pass the national board exam administered by the NCCAOM.  Their education must consist of a minimum of 1725 hours, 1000 of which must be didactic and 500 of which must be clinical.  By comparison, physicians and chiropractors are not required to pass the national board exams and can practice acupuncture in Virginia with only 200 hours of training.  Therefore, aside from the legal requirement to cover acupuncture services provided by licensed acupuncturists, your client will be receiving acupuncture from a more qualified practitioner.  In addition, the fees charged by L.Ac.’s are often less than those charged by M.D.’s for similar services.  Covering services provided by L.Ac.’s are more cost effective.

 Attached you will find our clinic’s acupuncture practitioners credentials.  I do hope you will take the above information under consideration and appropriately cover the acupuncture services that would assist your client.  Please do no hesitate to contact me for further information.

 Sincerely,

 Kevin R. Pett, DAOM PhD, DOM,  (NM), L.Ac. (VA)

      The National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM) is the only recognized National Governing body in the US which regulates the standards for education in Oriental Medicine.  It administers National Board Examinations in Acupuncture, Chinese Herbal Medicine, Oriental Medicine, and Tui Na.  It awards the titles of Diplomate of Acupuncture, Dipolmate of Chinese Herbal Medicine, and Diplomate of Oriental Medicine for successful completion of educational requirements and the passing of National Board Exams.  Seeing any practitioner, a MD, DC, or Acupuncturist who is not NCCAOM Board certified in Oriental Medicine diciplines lessens the likehood of successful patient treatment.
The Acupuncture and Herbology clinic is supported by the following licensed practitioners:
Dr. Kevin R. Pett  PhD, DAOM, L.Ac. (VA), D.O.M.(NM),  Clinic founder, is a licensed Acupuncturist in the state of Virginia by The Virginia Board of Medicine (license number 0121000220) is licensed as a Doctor of Oriental Medicine in the state of New Mexico (license number 734), and is a licensed Acupuncturist in the state of Oregon (license number (1101).  He is Board Certified in Acupuncture, Chinese Herbology, and Oriental Medicine by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM). Dr. Pett holds the titles of  Diplomate of  Acupuncture, Chinese Herbal Medicine, and Oriental Medicine from the NCCAOM.  He holds a PhD in Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine from the Oregon College of Oriental Medicine in Portland Oregon, a Master of  Science Degree in Oriental Medicine from the International Institute of Chinese Medicine, and a Bachelor of Science Degree from Virginia Tech .  Dr Pett has over 6000 hours of formal academic training in Acupuncture, Chinese Herbal Medicne, and Oriental Medicne.
Diana Lim L.Ac. (VA), PT (NM) earned her BS degree in Physical Therapy at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1989 with particular interests in orthopedics, sports medicine and pain management. She interned at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. Over the past 2 decades, she served as a staff physical therapist at the Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital (a member of the Harvard Medical Center and is affiliated with Massachusetts General Hospital) and the Spalding Rehabilitation Hospital Center for Spine and Orthopedic Rehabilitation in Denver, and was later Director of Physical Therapy at Pacific Rehabilitation and Sports Medicine in San Diego.  She continued to further her studies in her lifelong interest in Oriental Medicine and sought a more integrated approach to rehabilitation therapy. She studied Tai Chi Chuan and Qigong with master, Dr. Yang Jwing Ming and Tai Chi Chuan Long Form with master-teacher, Ramel Rones. She completed her MS degree in Oriental Medicine at the International Institute of Chinese Medicine in Santa Fe in 2000, and was licensed as a Doctor of Oriental Medicine.

She is currently a licensed acupuncturist in Virginia and is board certified in both

acupuncture and Chinese herbal medicine by the NCCAOM (National Certification

Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine).
